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										4th February 2012

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2011

Dear Mid-Gauteng Chess Union Members

Mid-Gauteng once again experienced a blessed year in 2011.  I would personally like to thank everybody that contributed to our union’s success, including our team managers, coaches, players, parents and last but not least God who gave each one of our players this wonderful talent.  In our union I believe that we are all part of the Mid-Gauteng “family”, proving that the value of the collective is definitely more than the sum of the individuals.
Some of the most notable successes that our players achieved during the last year include the following:
· Andrea Hoek won the South African Woman’s Open Tournament
· Two of our players won their age categories at the African Youth Championships in Zambia.  These players are Trevelyn Varden and Corra Mak.
· At the South African Junion Chess Championships:
·  Our teams won 3 gold medals and one silver medal in the 7 age categories of the Championship Section.
· We produced one national individual champion in the u/8 Girls section, Anri Krige.
· A further four players won silver medals in the Individual Competition.
· 18 of our players ended in the Top 10 of their age categories.
I believe that as a Union, 2011 should be remembered as the year when we “broke down barriers”.
During the year we held another very successful October Inter Union Tournament.  We were very proud to be the first union to organize a fully-fledged Inter Union Chess Tournament in a “township”, in this case Mamelodi.  The objective was to develop our sport by bringing chess closer to some of the previously disadvantaged communities.  To support this objective, we also invited all the teams from Gauteng Central Chess Union (consisting mainly from players from Soweto) to participate in the event at no cost.  With assistance from Gauteng North Chess Union and the Mamelodi Chess Club, we also included and sponsored a very successful Development Section for players from the local community.  A huge thank you must go to the University of Pretoria’s Mamelodi Campus, who gave us free use of their wonderful facilities.  Without their generosity this tournament would not have been possible.  I would also like to thank each and every player that participate in this wonderful event and hope that it was an eye opener for many.  
As with the introduction of Internet based participation in our USN tournaments during 2010, we again managed to push the technological boundaries.  Together with Western Province Central Chess Union, Mid-Gauteng organized the first Internet based Inter Union event in South Africa.  Although it was only a very small event with a handful of players, we proved that such an event is very feasible.  I would like to encourage the new management that will be elected today to carry this initiative forward by introducing more teams from a number of different unions in the next event.  This concept of an “Inter Union in the Clouds” has the potential to literally break down the boundaries of chess, by allowing unions from as far as the Northern Cape or Limpopo to participate in an Inter Union event against any of the other unions in South Africa.
We also became the first union in South Africa to make use of electronic chess boards to bring the games of our top boards “closer” to our parents and other spectator by displaying them on large screens and publishing the live games on the Internet.  I believe we have managed to set a new benchmark for chess tournaments across South Africa.  This concept was already also used in both the Commonwealth Tournament, as well as the SAJCC.  
Unfortunately we also experienced some “low points” during the last year.  We had the unfortunate incident where a player had to be arrested by the police during one of our tournaments.  After experiencing a spate of thefts during previous tournaments, we employed security cameras to identify one of the culprits.  Although it was a very distasteful incident, we trust that it managed to send a strong message to any potential criminals.
Our mass email system also became very unstable, resulting in a breakdown in communication to our members and the community.  Although the problem has been resolved, I would like to apologize for any inconvenience caused.
Thank you very much to Yolanda and Eben for the wonderful work they did with the development of our u/8 players.  These players are our union’s future, and we trust that their efforts will bear fruit over the next number of years.
Thank you to Tiaan Reyneke for the fantastic work that he has done on our website.  Not only did he manage to bring our website back to life, he also introduced the concept of online entries to our tournaments.  This not only made life easier for players to enter our tournaments, but also for the organisers to handle and process the entries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would also like to thank each one of my management committee members who assisted me during my time on the committee, and in particular during the past year.  Not many people know how much effort and personal sacrifice it takes to run a successful union.  Without the hard work from these individuals, this union would never have experienced the many successes described above.
Lastly I would like to wish the new committee that will be elected today the best of luck.  I trust they will serve our union well, and hope that you will also give them your full support.
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